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Origin and Purpose

Response to Limitations: Developed to address the shortcomings of 
traditional rankings like the Shanghai Ranking.

Multidimensional Perspective: Offers indicators on scientific impact, 
collaboration, and open access publishing.

Avoiding "Black Box" Models: Moves beyond one-size-fits-all 
approaches, focusing on transparency and appropriate use of 
bibliometric data.

Encourages responsible research assessment through open and 
transparent methodologies.



— Elizabeth Gadd (2021)

From those rankings that are closest to the universities being assessed, the 

CWTS Leiden Ranking run by a university research group, and U-Multirank run by 

a consortium of European Universities, tended to better meet the community’s 

expectations of fairness and responsibility.
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Covers the same 1506 
universities as the traditional 

ranking. 

Some highlights

Replaces Web of Science with 
OpenAlex as the primary data 

source.

Publishes algorithms alongside 
data for independent verification 

and analysis.
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Potential challenges

Transition Phase: Trust must be earned, so transition 
should not be disruptive

Level of success: Current correlations with the 
traditional ranking are strong but not yet perfect.

Coverage Issues: OpenAlex depends on the availability 
of open metadata from publishers.



Diversity and Inclusion 
in Global Science



Potential challenges

Transition Phase: Trust must be earned, so transition 
should not be disruptive 

Significant success: Current correlations with the 
traditional ranking are strong but not yet perfect. 

Coverage Issues: OpenAlex depends on the availability 
of open metadata from publishers.

Data Quality Concerns: Relies on external 
contributions, leading to inconsistencies in author 
affiliations and institutional representation.
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Preprinting according to OpenAlex
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CNRS and Open Alex



Some relevant developments in France
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How to address the unbalanced data source?
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